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During November and December of 2004 the Idaho Department of
Parks and Recreation conducted a statewide outdoor recreation needs
assessment survey as a part of our Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation and Tourism Plan (SCORTP). Results were also to be used in the
agency’s strategic planning efforts.

Initially, focus groups were conducted among public land management
agency managers, conservation groups and the public at large, in order to get
a sense of burning issues related to outdoor recreation, and to incorporate the
information into the outdoor recreation needs assessment survey. The survey
was eventually designed and tested among sections of the general public, and
modifications were made accordingly.

A Boise-based mailing services company supplied a statewide random
sample of Idaho residents. The 18,000 selected residents received a mailing
asking if they would like to take part in the survey. They had the choice of
going immediately to the Internet and taking the survey on a password-
protected site, or returning a postage-paid card in the mail indicating that
they wanted to receive a printed version of the survey. Participants received a
coupon for a $25 day-use pass to Idaho’s state parks for their trouble.

About 3,400 of the printed surveys were returned unopened because
addresses were wrong or the people no longer lived in those addresses.
Another 527 returned the survey but with insufficient data entered, so they
were excluded. A total of 1,234 citizens chose to participate in the survey
through the Internet, while 1,089 completed and returned printed surveys.
This brought the total of valid surveys returned to 2323, and the return rate
t0 20.98%. For a population the size of Idaho (1,393,262) a random sample
of 2323 should be able to gives us a 99 percent confidence level at plus or
minus 3 percent. However, with the 21% return rate, there was a possibility
of some bias in terms of who did the survey and who declined to return the
survey. Typically, a lack of response on a survey such as this is because non-
respondents perceive they do not have time for such a long survey, or that
they simply forgot to do it or lost the survey.



Survey analysis is split into four parts:

Statewide Detailed Comparison by Activity Type

In this section (which follows), the charts and tables give an overview of
Idahoans’ participation in outdoor recreation activities. The figures represent
the statewide sample.

Idaho Recreation Activities by Place of Residence

There are significant differences between regions in the extent of
participation in certain outdoor recreation activities. This section compares
the participation rates region by region and also includes the statewide figure
for each significant activity.

Willingness to Travel, Constraints, Opinions, Demographics

We asked Idahoans how long they would be willing to travel for
recreation activities, what constraints might be preventing them from
participating in their favorite activity, and a number of other questions
regarding how they recreate. This section also includes an opinion survey that
allows us to rank the perceived importance Idahoans place on many outdoor
recreation issues. It also includes a demographic breakdown of respondents.

Outdoor Recreation Trends
This short section compares the 2004-2005 results, to results from the

SCORTP Needs Assessment Survey of 2002 and discusses trends.
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Participation in Outdoor Snow Recreation Activities by Idaho
residents in 2004

Sledding

Dow nhill skiing 22.70%
Snowmobiling 20.70%
Classic cross-

o 16.60%
country skiing
Snowshoeing 16.50%
Backcountry skiing 8.90%
Snowboarding 6.70%
Skate skiing 3.20%

Telemarking 2.80%

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00%

% of Participation

Participation in Outdoor Swimming Activities by Idaho Residents
in 2004

Swimming in a pond,
lake or river

Swimming in a public
outdoor pool

SCUBA
diving/Snorkeling

Swimming in a canal
or ditch

%of Participation

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00%




Participation in Outdoor Sports and Games by Idaho Residents in 2004

The sport of Horseshoes
The game of Golf

The game of Softball

The game of Basketball

The game of Volleyball
Some Other Outdoor Sport or Game
Outdoor Rock Climbing

The game of Badminton

The game of Baseball

The game of Outdoor Tennis
The game of Frisby Golf

The game of Football

The game of Soccer

The game of Ultimate Frisbee
Lawn Bowling

The game of Skateboarding
The sport of Skydiving

The game of Rugby

The sport of Hang Gliding
The game of Lacrosse
0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00%

% of Participation

35.00%

Sports &
Games
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Participation in Lake and Reservoir Fishing Activities by Idaho Residents
in 2004

Fishing activity on a
lake or reservoir from
the Bank or Shore

Fishing activity on a

lake or reservoir from 41.20%

Motorized Boat

Fishing activity on a

lake or reservoir from 37.40%

a Dock or Pier
Fishing activity on a
lake or reservoir from 25.80%
a Non-motorized Boat
Fishing activity on a

lake or reservoir from
a Hoat Tube

0.00%  10.00%  20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00%

%of Participation

Participation in River Fshing Activities by Idaho Residents in 2004

Fshing activity on a

river from the Bank or 57.70%

Shore

Fishing activity on a
river from Motorized
Boat

Fishing activity on a
river from a Dock or
Pier

Fishing activity on a
river from a Non-
motorized Boat

Fishing activity on a
river from a Foat Tube

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00%

%of Participation

55.50%
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While participation in fishing activity from the bank or shore is
equally high on rivers and lakes/reservoirs, participation in other types of
fishing on lakes/reservoirs appears to be higher than on rivers. This is
particularly true of fishing activities from motorized boats and from docks or

piers.

Fishing
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Participation in Boating Activities other than fishing, by Idaho Residents in 2004

Power Boating for Pleasure

Water-skiing or some other Towing Water
Sport

Personal Watercraft Boating 9.90%

Lake Kayaking 7.60%

Sailing

Canoeing
Whitewater Rafting

Jet Boating

Whitewater Kayaking
Some Other Boating Activity
Catarafting

Windsurfing

Wind Sailing

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00%

%of Participation

Participation in Hunting and Shooting Activities by Idaho Residents in 2004

Rifle/Pistol Target

0,
Shooting 39.70%

37.10%

Big Game Hunting and
Shooting with Rifles

Upland Bird or Small

26.40%

Game Hunting
Hunting Pests such as 20.00%
Rodents
Skeet/Trap/Sporting .
Clay Shooting 16.80%

Waterfow| Hunting

12.90%

Archery Target 10.80%
Shooting .
Big Game Hunting and 9.10%
Shooting with Archery

Big Game Hunting 0
(Black Powder) [

Trapping 2.20%

Some Other Hunting
and Shooting Activity 1.60%

0.00% 5.00% 10.00 15.00 20.00 25.00 30.00 35.00 40.00 45.00
% % % % % % % %
% of Participation




Participation in Consumptive Collecting and Gathering Activities
by Idaho Residents in 2004

Harvesting activity of
Berry picking

Harvesting activity of
Frewood gathering

Harvesting activity of
Mushroom gathering

Harvesting activity of
Native Plant gathering

0.00% 10.00% 20.00%  30.00%  40.00% 50.00% 60.00%

% of Participation

Participation in Trail, Road and Backcoutry Activities by Idaho Residents in 2004

Walking for Exercise

Hiking

Four-Wheel Driving
All-Terrain-Vehicle or ATV Riding
Road Biking

Mountain Biking

Backpacking

Horseback Riding 16.20%
Running 15.40%

Motorcycling (dual sport or dirt bike)

In-Line Skating (Rollerblading)

Horse/Mule Packing

Geocaching

Orienteering

Some Other Trail, Road and Backcountry Activity
Skateboarding

Llam a/Goat Packing

0.00 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0
% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
% of Participation

Collecting &
Gathering

Trail
Activities
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Participation in Nature Study Activities by Idaho Residents in 2004

Watching Wildlife
other than birds and
fish

Outdoor Photography

Bird Watching

Viewing Fsh

Collecting Rocks,
Plants, Butterflies, etc.

Tracking Animal Signs

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00%

%of Participation

70.00%




Participation in Camping Activities Involving RV/Trailer Camping, by Idaho
Residents in 2004

Your participation in
general

Your participation at
Developed Sites

Your children's
participation

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

Your Dog's
participation

Your participation at
Group Sites

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00% 35.00% 40.00%

% of respondent

Camping
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Participation in Camping Activities Involving Vehicle Camping, by Idaho
Residents in 2004

Your participation in

general
Your children's 29.20%
participation
Your participation at -
! 28.90%
Developed Sites 0
Your participation at
0,
Dispersed Sites 27.50%
Your Dog's

participation

Your participation at
Group Sites

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00% 35.00% 40.00%

% of Respondents

Participation in Camping Activities Involving Pick-up Campers, by Idaho
Residents in 2004

Your participation in
general

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

Your participation at
Developed Sites

Your children's
participation

Your Dog's
participation

Your participation at
Group Sites

0.00% 2.00% 4.00% 6.00% 8.00%  10.00% 12.00%

%of Participation




Participation in Camping Activities Involving Bicycle Camping,
by Idaho Residents in 2004

Your children's
participation

Your participation in
general

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

Your participation at
Developed Sites

Your participation at
Group Sites

Your Dog's
participation

0.00% 0.50% 1.00% 1.50%

% of Participation

2.00%

Participation in Camping Activities Involving Horseback/Mule
Camping, by Idaho Residents in 2004

Your participation
in general

Your participation
at Dispersed Sites

Your children's
participation

Your Dog's
participation

Your participation
at Developed Sites

Your participation
at Group Sites

0.00% 1.00% 2.00% 3.00% 4.00%

%of Participation

5.00%

Camping
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Participation in Camping Activities Involving ATV Camping, by Idaho
Residents in 2004

Your participation in
general

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

Your children's
participation

Your participation at
Developed Sites

Your Dog's
participation

Your participation at
Group Sites

0.00% 1.00% 2.00% 3.00% 4.00% 5.00% 6.00%

% of Participation

7.00%

Participation in Camping Activities Involving Motorbike Camping,
by Idaho Residents in 2004

Your participation in
general

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

Your participation at
Developed Sites

Your children's
participation

Your participation at
Group Sites

Your Dog's
participation

0.00%

0.50%

1.00% 150% 2.00% 2.50% 3.00%

%of Participation

3.50%




Participation in Camping Activities Involving Snow Camping, by Idaho
Residents in 2004

Your participation in
general

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

Your children's
participation

Your participation at
Developed Sites

Your participation at
Group Sites

Your Dog's
participation

0.00% 0.50% 1.00% 1.50% 2.00% 2.50% 3.00% 3.50%

%of Participation

4.00%

Participation in Camping Activities Involving Yurt Camping,
by Idaho Residents in 2004

Your participation at
Developed Sites

Your participation in
general

Your children's
participation

Your participation at
Group Sites

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

Your Dog's
participation

0.00% 1.00% 1.50% 2.00% 2.50%

0.50%

%of Participation

3.00%

Camping
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Participation in Camping Activities Involving Public Cabin Camping, by Idaho
Residents in 2004

Your participation at
Developed Sites

Your participation in
general

Your children's
participation

Your participation at
Group Sites

Your Dog's
participation

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

0.00% 1.00% 2.00% 3.00% 4.00% 5.00% 6.00% 7.00% 8.00%

% of Participation

Participation in Camping Activities Involving Boat Camping, by Idaho
Residents in 2004

Your participation in
general

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

Your participation at
Developed Sites

Your children's
participation

Your Dog's
participation

Your participation at
Group Sites

0.00% 1.00% 2.00% 3.00% 4.00% 5.00% 6.00% 7.00% 8.00% 9.00%

% of Participation




Participation in Camping Activities Involving Backpacking, by I[daho
Residents in 2004

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

Your participation in
general

Your children's
participation

Your participation at
Developed Sites

Your Dog's
participation

Your participation at
Group Sites

0.00% 2.00% 4.00% 6.00% 8.00%  10.00% 12.00%

%of Participation

Participation in Camping Activities Involving Llama/Goat Packing,
by Idaho Residents in 2004

Your participation at
Dispersed Sites

Your participation in
general

Your children's
participation

Your Dog's
participation

Your participation at
Group Sites

Your participation at
Developed Sites

0.00% 0.05% 0.10% 0.15% 0.20% 0.25% 0.30% 0.35% 0.40% 0.45%

% of Participation

Camping
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Participation in Backpacking, principally on a Paved Trail/ a Com munity Sidew alk
or Street/ a Backcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the
Summer/Fall/Spring in 2004

Backcountry

Trail %

Off Trail

W Estimated % of Idaho
Residents Generally

@ % of Backpackers

Backcountry
Road

Paved Trail

Community
Sidew alk/Street

0.00% 20.00% 40.00% 60.00% 80.00%

Participation in Cycling/Biking principally on a Paved Trail/ a Community
Sidewalk or Street/ a Backcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the
Summer/Fall/Spring in 2004
Community
Sidewalk/Street 50%
Paved Trail
W Estimated % of Idaho
’ Residents Generally
Backcountry Trail
0 % of Bikers
Backcountry
Road
Off Trail
0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00%




Participation in Skateboarding principally on a Paved Trail/ a Community Sidew alk or
Street/ a Backcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the Summer/Fall/Spring
in 2004

Community

Sidew alk/Street 0%

Paved Trail

W Estimated % of Idaho Residents Generally

@ % of Skateboarders

Backcountry

Road

Off Trail

Backcountry
Trail

0.00 10.00 20.00 30.00 40.00 50.00 60.00 70.00
% % % % % % % %

Participation in In-Line Skating principally on a Paved Trail/ a Community
Sidewalk or Street/ a Backcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the
Summer/Fall/Spring in 2004

Paved Trail
%

Community

Sidewalk/Street W Estimated % of Idaho

Residents Generally
@ % of In-Line Skaters

Off Trail

Backcountry
Road

Backcountry Trail

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00%
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Participation in Hiking or Walking principally on a Paved Trail/ a Community
Sidewalk or Street/aBackcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the
Summer/Fall/Spring in 2004

Backcountry Trail

Community
Sidew alk/Street
| Estimated % of Idaho Residents
. Generally
Paved Trail
@ % of Hikers/Walkers
Off Trail
Backcountry
Road

0.00%  10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00%

Participation in Running principally on a Paved Trail/a Community Sidewalk or
Street/ a Backcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the
Summer/Fall/Spring in 2004

Community
Sidew alk/Street
0%

Paved Trail

W Estimated % of Idaho Residents
Generally

Backcountry Trail
@ % of Runners

Backcountry
Road

Off Trail

0.00%  10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00%




Participation in Skateboarding principally on a Paved Trail/ a Community Sidew alk
or Street/ a Backcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the
Summer/Fall/Spring in 2004

Community
Sidewalk/Street

@ % of Skateboarders

Road

W Estimated % of Idaho Residents Generally

Backcountry

Backcountry
Trail

0.00% 20.00% 40.00% 60.00% 80.00%

Participation in In-Line Skating principally on a Paved Trail/ a Community
Sidewalk or Street/ a Backcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the
Summer/Fall/Spring in 2004

Paved Trail

Community

Sidewalk/Street M Estimated % of Idaho

Residents Generally
@ % of In-Line Skaters

Off Trail

Backcountry
Road

Backcountry Trail

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00%
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on Various
Trail and

Road
Surfaces

Participation in Horseback/Mule Riding principally on a Paved Trail/ a Community
Sidewalk or Street/ a Backcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the
Summer/Fall/Spring in 2004

Backcountry Trail

Off Trail W Estimated % of Idaho Residents

Generally
@ % of Horseback/Mule Riders

Backcountry
Road

Community
Sidew alk/Street

Paved Trail

0.00% 10.00 20.00 30.00 40.00 50.00 60.00 70.00
% % % % % % %
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Participation in Geocaching principally on a Paved Trail/ a Community Sidewalk
or Street/ a Backcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the
Summer/Fall/Spring in 2004

Off Trail
0%

Backcountry
Trail

W Estimated % of Idaho Residents
Backcountry Generally

Road @ % of Geocaching Participants

Paved Trail

Community
Sidewalk/Street

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00%




Participation in Orienteering principally on a Paved Trail/ a Community Sidewalk or
Street/ a Backcountry Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the Summer/Fall/Spring
in 2004

Off Trail

Backcountry
Trail

W Estimated % of Idaho Residents
Generally

@ % of Orienteering Participants

Backcountry
Road

Community
Sidewalk/Street

Paved Trail

0.00% 10.00 20.00 30.00 40.00 50.00 60.00
% % % % % %

Participation in Some Other Non-motorized activity in Summer/Fall/Spring,
principally on a Paved Trail/ a Community Sidewalk or Street/ a Backcountry
Trail/ a Backcountry Road/ Off Trail in the Summer/Fall/Spring in 2004

Off Trail

Backcountry
Trail

M Estimated % of Idaho Residents
Generally

@ % of Participants in "Other" Non-
motorized Activity

Backcountry
Road

Paved Trail

Community
Sidew alk/Street

0.00%  10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00%
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FParticipationin Classic Cross-courtry Skiing activty, principally on
Groormed Trail Marked Traild O trail inthe Winter of 2004

Groomed
Trail

Maeed Trail

Ot Trail
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Participation in Snowshoeing activity, princ pally on Groorme d Tra ilMarked Trail f
OFf-trail inthe Wirker of 2004
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Groomed Trail
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[]
Participationin Snowrnobiling activty, prin pally on Groomed Recreatlon

Trail Mark ed Traild OFf-trail inthe Wirter of 2004
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activity, principally on Groored Trail Merked Traild OF tral, in 2004
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Participation in All- Terrain Vehic ke Riding activties inthe
SummerFallSpring of 2004, principally on Backcountry
Roads/Backe ountry Trails/ O Trail

15.60%

Backcountry
Road

50500

B E=timated % of ldaho
1450%
Backcountry - Residents Generally

Trail O % of Patticpants in All-
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Participat ion im Rieor eational Four-wheel Orivng sctivities inthe Sumnmer/FEISpring
of 2004, principally on Back country Roads /Back court ry Trails SOF Trail
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Partici pation in Matorcyeling [dual sport or dirt bike Jactivities inthe
Surnrmer Fallis pring of 2004, principally on Backe oortry
Ricm = #B= chic ourtry Trails A6 Trail
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